exposition of die principles and objectives of British strategy that
has appeared of late years, and should make people think."

Such was the assessment of Spender and his work by one sound
judge.

Two letters of Spender's to prominent members of Asquith's
Government deserve a place here for different reasons. One is an
admirable example of his power of marshalling convincing argu-
ments, the other indicates strikingly his independence as a journalist.
In 1909, when the eight-Dreadnought controversy was raging,
Mr. Lloyd George, with whom Spender never had very close
relations, though he admired his social zeal and (with some reserva-
tions) his power of managing men, proposed as a compromise that
the estimates should provide in the first instance for four ships,
on the understanding that two more should be laid down if the
situation requked it. On that Spender wrote on i8th February
1909:

MY DEAR GEORGE,

I have been reflecting on your proposed compromise, but I
am afraid I can only say that my objections to it are as grave as
ever. Under your scheme you could only justify the laying-
down of the two extra ships in the autumn (without Parliamentary-
powers taken or money voted) as an emergency measure, com-
parable to martial law, i.e. a genuinely unforeseen necessity, for
which an indemnity must be obtained after the event. If you
foresee the emergency as reasonably probable you must take
Parliamentary powers in advance. That must be the constitutional
doctrine, and if so the Minister who told the House (i) that he
foresaw the event (2) that he did not propose to ask for money
for it (3) that he proposed to take carte blanche without consulting
the House when it arose, would expose himself to the most
smashing retort. A Liberal party which respected the House of
Commons would surely dislike this much more than having the
bigger programme all at once. Honestly I can't conceive you as
a Liberal Chancellor of the Exchequer making yourself party to
this proposal.

But common sense and statesmanship seem to me equally
at war with it. Surely it would proclaim itself at once as a trans-
parent shuffle,, which would convict the Government openly of
disingenuousness and lack of courage. I don't believe the Radicals
would say thank you for it, and a large number of the rest would
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